Effect of benzyl viologen on the fatty acid composition of rat liver.
The influence of subacute treatment with benzyl viologen (a stimulator of free radical production in cells) on the fatty acid content of rat liver has been analyzed. Lipid storage, essentially characterized by lamellated inclusions, developed as we reported previously (Muriana et al., Exp. Pathol., 32 (1987) 65-72). A substantial increase in liver total lipid, phospholipids and triacylglycerols was found during viologen treatment in rats. The composition in fatty acids was profoundly influenced by the experimental conditions, but to different degrees in different lipid classes.